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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Cassandra L. Patel, 23, of Route 
16, Brazil, was charged Friday 
with killing her former sister-in- 
law, Linda J. Ketner, 25, of 2667 S. 
19th St. 


Ketner was shot once in the chest 
about 9:30 p.m. Monday and was 
dead at the scene at 1905 Elm St., 
Terre Haute Police Detective Sgt. 
Joseph Newport said. 


The spooning took place at the 
residence of the victim’s brother, 
Edward Ketner, who is Patel’s ex- 
husband, police said. 


The victim was visiting her 
brother, Newport said. 


The weapon believed used in the 
shooting was recovered Tuesday 
near Benjamin Franklin Elemen- 
tary School under a rock among 
some weeds, Newport said. 


Police said at least four shots 
were fired — two through the 
window, one through the door of 
the house and one in the bricks 
near the top of the door. 


Vigo County court records show 
the suspect was married Dec. 8, 
1979, to Edward E. Ketner Sr. and 
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separated June 12, 1980. 


They had one child, a boy born 
Jan. 26, 1980. 


An order dissolving the marriage 
Sept. 19, 1980, gave custody to her 
former husband and gave her 
visitation rights. 


Police said a continuing dispute 
over visitation rights appeared to 
be the motive for the shooting. 


Patel told police she was only 
shooting to scare her ex-husband. 


Murder is a crime that requires 
intent to kill someone. Asked what 
led to the harge of murder rather 
than another charge not requiring 
intent to kill Ketner, James R. 
Walker, Vigo County chief deputy 
prosecutor, said, “We have to look 
at objective circumstances to try to 
infer intent” and not just depend on 
what people say. He said legal 
rules prevented him from com- 
menting further. 


In Vigo Superior Court Division 
1 on Friday, Judge Michael H. 
Eldred entered a preliminary plea 
of innocent for Patel and scheduled 
her to return to court Dec. 3 to have 
a trial date set. She remains in the 
Vigo County Jail with no bond set. 
The charge caries a maximum 60- 
year sentence. 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Cassandra L. Patel cried as she 
told jurors Friday that she fired 
shots from a .357-caliber Magnum 
handgun to blast open a door lock 
or get in through a window, and not 
to murder her former sister-in-law. 

“It always works on TV,” Patel 
said of her attempt to blast open 
the door. 

Patel, 23, is on trial in the death 
of Linda J. Ketner, 25, of 2667 S. 
19th St. Ketner was shot once in 
the chest Nov. 18 and was dead at 
the scene, 1905 Elm St. The 
shooting took place at the residence 
of the victim’s brother, Edward 
Ketner, who is Patel’s former 
husband. 

Patel was previously identified 
as of Route 16, Brazil, her parents’ 
address. On the witness stand 
Friday, Patel said she lives in 
Evansville and was in this area to 
visit her children. 

She said she took the weapon 
and ammunition with her to keep 
her mother from possibly using 
them. 

She said she went with her sister 
to meet Brian Ellizigton, a man she 
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her sister knows better, and the 
three of them went to the area of 
her former husband’s house. 

She said of the victim, “I only 
met her once or twice about six 
years ago. 

“I didn’t have any reason to kill 
nobody.” 

Patel said her sister wanted to 
make a woman who had called 
earlier from the Ketner residence 
apologize. Patel said she just 
wanted to scare her former 
husband and to talk to him. 

After she tried to shoot off the 
door lock, she fired through a 
window, Patel said. “I figured it 
would crash the glass and I'd craw] 
in and get to see Ed.” 

Patel said she got scared and 
gave the gun to Ellington before 
running ayay, : 

“I heard the gun go off, and I 
figured he dropped it — F never 
turned to look, though,” she said. 

“So your explanation for the 
shooting of Linda Ketner is what?” 
Vigo County deputy prosecutor 
James Bopp Jr. asked. 

“I didn’t do it,” Patel said. 

“You didn’t do it?” Bopp asked. 

“No,” Patel said. 

Asked why she didn’t tell 
previously about what may have 
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been an additional shot after she 
gave the gun to Ellington, Patel 
said, “My sister loves him.” 

Asked by defense attorney 
William C. McClain why she told a 
police detective she killed her 
former sister-in-law, Patel said her 
father had told her that her mother 
had been arrested. Her mother, 
Barbara Bible, pleaded guilty to 
disorderly conduct. Patel said she 
thought her mother wàs going to be 
charged with murder. 

“I had to do what I had to do so, 
they’d let Momma go,” Patel said. 

Patel has a history of mental) 
illness. 

“Dad told me that if I pleaded| 
guilty to this, that with my past) 
record, all Yd get is a couple of| 
years in an insane asylum, and Í| 
could just let it go at that,” she 
said. “It didn’t come out the way it 
was supposed to.” 

Patel was on the witness stand 
for nearly an hour. Then, the 
defense rested. 

Closing arguments in the case 
are scheduled for Monday morning. 

Vigo Superior Court Division 1 
Judge Michael H. Eldred and 
attorneys worked during the latter 
part of Friday on instructions to be 
given to jurors then. 
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after jury says guilty 


Vigo County jurors found 
Cassandra L. Patel guilty Monday 
of murdering her former sister-in- 
law Nov. 18. 

Patel broke into tears when the 
verdict was revealed. At least one 
of the jurors also left the courtroom 
in tears. 

Patel will be sentenced May 21 
by Judge Michael H. Eldred. She 
could get up to a 60-year sentence. 

Jurors got the case about 11:50 
a.m. and returned their verdict 
about 5:15 p.m. 

Patel; 23, was on trial for the 
shooting death of Linda J. Ketner, 
25, of 2667 S. 19th St. Ketner was 
dead at the scene, 1905 Elm St. The 
shooting took place at the residence 
of the victim’s brother, Edward 
Ketner, who is Patel’s former 
husband. 

Testimony in the case ended 
Friday. 

During closing arguments Mon- 
day, igo County deputy 
prosecutor James Bopp Jr. urged 
jurors to find Patel guilty of 
murder. 

Murder is the knowing or inten- 
tional killing of another without 
lawful justification. Bopp said the 
law says a person engages in 
conduct knowingly if the person is 
aware there is “a high probability” 
he is doing so. 

Patel admitted shooting into the 
house, Bopp reminded jurors. He 


said she fired a shot “right into the 
chest of Linda Ketner.” 

He asked jurors, “How’d you like 
to be standing in that shooting 
gallery?” 

Testifying in her own defense 
Friday, Patel said she tried first to 
shoot the lock off the door, then 
shot to break a window — not to 
kill her former sister-in-law. 

She said she went with her sister 
to meet Brian Ellington, and the 
three of them went to the area of 
her former husband’s house. 

She said of the victim, “I only 
met her once or twice about six 
years ago. I didn’t have any reason 
to kill nobody.” 

She said that after she fired at 
the door and window, she got 
scared and ran away, giving the 
gun to El Too. 

“I heard the gun go off, and I 
figured he dropped it — I never 
turned to look, though,” she said. 

Asked why she didn’t tell 

reviously about what may have 
Peen an additional shot after she 
gave the gun to ors Patel 
said, “My sister loves him 

Bop said in closing ar; ents 
that Patel’s sister and Ellington 
“were friends — that’s about as far 
as it went.” And Patel’s mother, 
Barbara Bible of Route 16, Brazil, 
said during a recess Monday there 

was “no romantic relationship of 


any kind.” The recess was called 
when Patel temporarily became ill. 

Defense attorney William C. 
McClain said if the jurors were to 
find Patel guilty of anything, it 
should only be. guilty of a lesser 
offense such as voluntary or in- 
voluntary manslaughter or reck- 
less homicide. 

He claimed the prosecution had 
not proven the case. 

He said Ellington was a man who 
knew how to shoot the handgun, 
while Patel is inexperienced with 
firearms. 

“This thing is no toy. It’s heavy. 
It’s clumsy to hold,” McClain said, 
grasping the .357-caliber Magnum 
revolver, 

McClain also questioned 
whether Ellington could have re- 
mained in some woods away from 
the house and then been behind 
Patel and her sister fleeing the 
scen 

Patel said she told a police 
detective she killed Ketner to save 
her mother from a possible murder 
charge. McClain asked jurors to 
consider what they would do to 
save their mothers. 

After the verdict, Bopp said he 
thought the decision of the jurors 
was fair. 

“While this was a_ senseless 
killing, the defendant did it know- 
ingly.” he said. 
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Plea for leniency ignored: Patel is led from court to 


begin serving 40-year term. 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Convicted murdrer Cassandra 
L. Patel, 24, was “seni 
-Wednesday to 40 years in prison 
for the Nov. 18 shooting death of 
Linda J. Ketner, 25, of 2667 S. 
19th St. 

If Patel abides by Department 
of Correction rules, she becomes 
eligible for release in 20 years. 

atel cried as the sentence 
was imposed and said she wants 
to pora Judge Michael H. 
Eldred appointed McClain to 
perform that task because Patel 
said she has run out of money 
but wanted to continue with the 
same attorney. 

During sentencing Wednes- 
day, defense attorney William 
C. McClain said Patel maintains 
her innocence and is convinced 
she did not fire the fatal shot. 
Patel has no prior criminal 
record, and an extended 
sentence would not serve socie- 
ty, McClain said. He also said 
his client had “an unstable and 
chaotic life from the time she 
was born” and has had “massive 
and numerous” psychiatric 
treatments. 
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But Vigo County Prosecutor 
Eric M. Abel said jurors found 
Patel guilty beyond reasonable 
doubt, and the victim’s family 
requested a maximum sentence. 
Her parents and Hamilton 
Center reports indicated Patel 
had a previous history of being 
aggressive and without cons- 
cience, Abel said. 

Abel also said Patel at one 
time had a $1,000-a-week dru 
habit that she supporte 
through prostitution. 

Abel said Eldred should im- 
pose the standard 40-year 
sentence because there were no 
statutory aggravating factors. 

Eldre kai the jurors had no 
reasonable doubt, “and I, as the 
13th juror, had no doubt ... that 
she did in fact fire the fatal 
shot.” 

In fact, the judge said, it was 
amazing that oniy one person 
was killed by shots Patel fired 
into the home. 

Ketner was dead at the scene, 
1905 Elm St. The shooting took 
place at the residence of the 
victim’s brother, Edward 
Ketner, Patel’s former husband. 

Eldred also said a need exists 
to deter others from attemptin 
to resolve family disputes wi 
weapons. 
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~ Anorthside man who fatally shot 


\ igo County Sheriffs Sgt. W. Kevin 
Artz on Wednesday night ap- 
arently committed suicide before 
lice converged on his house and 
Fred tear gas into it, authorities 
said Thursday. 

J i R. Pharris,..64, of 4906 
Hendricks Ave. fired three shots at 
Artz, one of which severed at least 
two of his arteries. Artz bled to 
death about 75 minutes later. 

Artz and Patrolman John Childs 
were standing side by side on the 
back porch of the house when 
Pharris opened fire from just inside 
the back door. 

The deputies, who were respond- 
ing to a report of a domestic 
disturbance between Pharris and 
his wife, Lucille, returned fire. One 
bullet struck Pharris’ ankle, 
another struck the top of his right 
shoulder. 

“Then Mr. Pharris went over to 
a bed 20 feet away, knelt down and 
fired one shot from a .380 semi- 
automatic” handgun, Sheriff 
James R. Jenkins said. “We believe 
the fatal shot was the one he put 
in his skull.” 

Jenkins said that bullet “went 
out one side and through the other” 


before lodging in thé wall. The 
bullet was retrieved. 

“To me, it’s an open-and-shut 
case that a man drew a gun and 
fired and then took his life,” 
Jenkins said. “It was ae a family 
squabble precipitated by heavy 
drinking. Mr. Pharris apparently 
had been drinking heavily that day 

.. and it carried over when the 
police arrrived.” 

Jenkins said forensic pathologist 
Dr. John Pless of Indianapolis is 
conducting toxicological tests on 
Pharris’ body. Results won’t be 
known for at least one week. 

The Pharrises’ grandson, Lee 
Wrightsman, who said he wit- 
nessed the argument and shooting, 
described his grandparents’ argu- 
ment, saying, “He [Pharris] said it 
wasn’t right to have to feed his 
daughter’s kids when his 
daughter’s ex-husband was out 
having a good time.” 
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Here is the Sheriffs Department 
account of what happened between 
7:16 p.m. Wednesday, when Childs 
reported arriving at the scene, and 
7:20 p.m., when Childs reported 
that z had been shot: 

Artz and Childs were standing 
side by side on Pharris’ back porch, 
trying to get him to come out of the 
house. Jenkins said Pharris was 
wearing a holster containing a 
.380-caliber semi-automatic 


s shot 


INY A a 


killing Artz 
self after 


W. KEVIN ARTZ 
Emptied gun at shooter 


handgun. 
Neither Pharris nor Childs nor 
Artz had his weapon drawn. 
“They continued to ask Mr. 
Pharris to put his weapon down 
and he would not,” Jenkins said. 
He quoted Pharris as telling the 
epaien “Come on in here.” 
he point of contention was not 
what they were going to talk about, 
but where they were going to talk,” 


ROBERT R. PHARRIS 
Final shot also fatal 


Jenkins said. “Obviously, it’s not 
good tactics” for the deputies to 
nave entered the house. 

Asked what the last words 
spoken before Pharris opened fire, 

enkins said, “Just, ‘Put the gun on 
the table.’ They were telling him to 
put the gun on the table.” 


Jenkins said, “When they saw 


him draw his [gun], that’s when 
they drew theirs and started shoot- 


ing back.” 

Pharris fired three shots before 
turning the gun on himself, and. 
“all three shots apparently were 
aimed at Kevin,” Jenkins said. 
“There’s no question that Pharris 
killed Artz.” 

One of the bullets struck Artz on 
the right side of his body between 
his shoulder and collarbone. 
Jenkins, quoting autopsy results, 
said the bullet apparently traveled 
diagonally across Artz’ body, 
severed a major artery leading to 
the heart and another artery 
leading to an arm. It then knicked 
Artz’ spinal column before lodging 
under the skin of his lower back. 

A simple incision was made to 
retrieve the bullet, Jenkins said. 

Artz began firing his service 
revolver r he was shot. 

“The first two shots he took went 
in the back door,” Jenkins said. “He 
was starting to back up in a 
southerly direction and was falling. 
[He] continued to discharge, and 
the bullets went up the door, and 
the last bullet went into the air.” 

Jenkins said Artz was trying to 
reload his gun as he retreated. “By 
the time he got to the southwest 
corey of the house, he apparently 
passed out.” 

When Pharris began firing, 
“Childs stepped off ihe poteh and 
was backing to the north. He took 
two steps to safety and returned 


one round,” Jenkins said. 

Childs “did what he had to do,” 
Jenkins said. “He protected himself 
and gave cover” for Artz. 

Pharris was struck with two 
bullets before he shot himself. 

Jenkins -speculated that the 
bullet Childs fired deflected from a 
fan ‘before lodging halfway into 
Pharris’ right ankle. A second 
bullet that Artz would have fired 
struck the top of Pharris’ right 
shoulder. 

“It could have bounced around 
[inside his shoulder], but he had 
the presence of mind to make the 
other 15 or 20 feet to shoot 
himself,” Jenkins said. 

By 7:30 p.m., county, city and 
state police began converging on 
the scene, unsure if Pharris was 
holed up in the house and trying to 
keep police at bay., Tear gas 
cannisters were fired into the 
house at about 8 p.m., and three 
members of the city police tactical 
unit stormed the house. They found 
Pharris dead on the bed. 

Jenkins didn’t know if Pharris 
had a gun permit, but said, “It is 
moot because he was on his own 
property.” 

The last Vigo County sheriffs 
deputy fatally shot in lige of duty 
was Paul Mankin, 48, who was 
killed July 16, 1936, at Water and 
Cherry streets while trying to 
thwart a robbery. f 
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A man from the city’s east side 
was arrested early Sunday in 
connection with a stabbing death 
apparently involving a dispute over 
money. 

James Lewis Parker, 32, 34 S. 
16H St., was arrested about 4 a.m. 
by Terre Haute police after he 
informed them the dead body of 
Robert L. Ash, 27, 1452 Walnut St., 
was lying in the basement of his 
home. s 

Parker was held in the Vigo 
County Jail without bond Sunday 
night. According to jail officials, no 
bail is set when the suspect is pre- 
charged with murder. 

Police found a blood stain about 
three feet inside the front door 
when they went to Parker’s re- 
sidence. Ash’s body was ‘found 
under a sheet of green canvas 
material lying on the dirt floor of 
the basement. 

Police then checked for signs of 
life and determined that Ash had 
been dead for some time. 

According to the police report, 
Parker said he and Ash had been 
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using cocaine most of Saturday and 
the dispute arose when Ash was 
leaving Parker’s home. 

Ash picked up $985 from a table. 
The action apparently angered 
Parker, who said he picked up a 
butcher knife and stabbed Ash once 
in the back. Parker said he thought 
the stabbing occurred about 5 p.m. 

Parker said the knife blade broke 
in Ash’s back and he removed the 
blade from the body by using a rag. 
He told police he placed the rag, 
blade and a small rug in a plastic 
bag which he later carried to a 
dumpster behind American 
Cablevision, 1605 Wabash Ave. 

Police later recovered the 
evidence. 

Parker said before going to the 
dumpster, he carried the body to 
the basement and covered it up. 

After going to the dumpster, he 
said he then stopped at a laundry 
near the corner oF 16th Street and 
Wabash Avenue. There he bought 
a soft drink before returning home, 
where he planned to call police. 
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The report said he became scared 
while dialing the number and hung 


up. 

Instead, the report said, Parker 
went to work at the Stop ’N Go 
convenience store at Seventh and 
Swan streets. He called police after 
work. 

The report said that Parker 
admitted using drugs for several 
years with Ash and that Ash 
supplied him with cocaine. 

Neighbors of Parker’s were reti- 
cent about the alleged murder, and 
said they hadnt seen or heard 
anything until police arrived. 

A neighbor of Ash’s, who asked 
not to be named, said he had 
known Ash all his life. “He was a 
hustler,” the neighbor said. He said 
Ash was a model and dancer. 

Another neighbor said Ash had 
asked her and roommates once if 
they wanted to get high. The 
neighbor said she was surprised to 
hear about the murder, but was not 
surprised to hear about Ash’s 
possible involvement with drugs. 


-‘Tribune-Star/Jim Avelis 


-Site of weekend killing: Ash ‘errs dead inside this house 
‘on South 16th Street. t ae 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


a ————————E 
= Jämeės Lewis Parker, 32, of 34S. 
16t -said he was trying out his 
new stash of cocaine when a 
dispute with 7 
Robert L. Ash, 
27, of 1452 
Walnut St. 
erupted over 
money and he 
stabbed Ash to 
death. 

The ad- 
mission was 
contained ina t : 
tape-recorded PARKER 
statement Parker gave to police 
following the July 6 stabbin 
death. That tape was playe 
Wednesday to jurors deciding the 
Parker’s fate in Vigo Circuit Court. 


The statement said Ash came to 
Parker’s residence and that Parker 
bought “a little cocaine” from Ash. 

“He [Ash] left, [I] called him up, 
told him to come back. I wanted 
some more. 


f “You wanted more cocaine is that 
right?” Tyler asked Parker during 
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interview at police head 

quarters. : | 
“Yeah. So I gave Bobby $130, - 
think $135. I don’t really know haw 
much it «vas, I was so messed up, 
but anyway, when I shot the 
cocaine up he said, ‘You gettin off.’ 
And I said, ‘Yeah, I got to take a 
walk, got to get some air.’ He [Ash| 
took the money, but he took the 
oa nt A money too — about $130 


“I said, ‘Wheres my money? 
Where’s the rest of my money that 
was on the table.’ He says, ‘I ain’t 
got no money.’ 

“I went in the kitchen and got a 
knife. I said, ‘Give me my damn 
money.’ I said, ‘Bobby give me my 
money.” He grabbed my wrist and 
hit my stomach and he had this 
hand. I arm dragged him. I stabbed 
him.” 

Parker’s statement says that he 
was “high on coke all day” the day 
of the stabbing. 

In other questioning, Parker told 
Tyler he had been into drugs since 
1975 and would routinely shoot 
cocaine into his veins. 

Parker estimated his habit cost 
Pe a “couple hundred” dollars a 

ay. 


REFERENCE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Parker gu 
of lesser 
ee Tel 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


James Lewis Parker was found 
guilty of reckless homicide Friday 
for the July 6 stabbing death of 
Robert L. Ash, 27, of 1452 Walnut 
St. Parker had been charged with 
murder. 

Vigo Circuit Court jurors de- 
liberated 54% hours before return- 
ing the verdict. 

Parker, 32, of 34 S. 16th St., 
flanked by his attorneys, James 
Boswell and Chris Gambill, sat still 
and without emotion as a court 
clerk read the verdict. 

Boswell said he plans to appeal 
the conviction. 

Judge Robert H. Brown ordered 
a pre-sentence investigation for 
Parker and set Nov. 8 for sentenc- 
ing. Parker faces a two- to eight- 
year prison term. 

Jurors were given a choice of four 
verdicts — murder, voluntary 
manslaughter, reckless homicide 
or innocent. 

Police contended that Parker, a 
former assistant wrestling coach at 
North Vigo High School, fatally 
stabbed Ash when the two men 
argued over money after Parker 
injected $25 worth of cocaine he 
had purchased from Ash into his 
arm. 

Parker’s defense was that he 
struggled with Ash and Ash fell 
onto the knife. 

In closing arguments, deputy 


ce etal A s 
JAMES LEWIS PARKER 
Nov. 8 sentencing set 
prosecutor David Haynes told 


jurors, 


“You must determine, did James 
Parker intentionally kill another 
human being? Did James Parker 
knowingly intend to kill Bobby 
Ash? 

“The real issue is intent.” 

Defense attorney Chris Gambill 
told jurors, “There was no evidence 
that James Parker intended to kill 
Bobby Ash. 

“What would you have done if 
you were Jim Parker and someone 
took your money? 

“Accidents happen all the time 
throughout. life. Just because 
somebody dies that doesn’t mean 
someone should go to prison.” 
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_ Parker gets five-yeať'Séntence 
Luner att ambill called five witnesses to 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Aggravating and mitigating 
factors about balanced each other 
out, Judge Robert H. Brown said 
Friday as he gave James Lewis 
Parker a standard’ sentence of 
five years for the July 6 stabbing 
death of Robert L. Ash. 

But the judge also said he 
wished everybody in the nation 
could have seen the trial and 
sentencing hearing. He said peo- 
ple would have a better idea of 
the kind of tragedy that can be 
caused by drugs. 

Parker was tried for Ash’s 
murder, but jurors on Oct. 11 
found Parker guilty of a lesser 
offense of reckless homicide. 

Reckless homicide is a class C 
felony, punishable by a five-year 
sentence, to which up to three 
years could be added or sub- 
tracted depending on 
circumstances of the crime. 

Police said Parker, a former 
assistant wrestling coach at 
North Vigo High School, fatally 
stabbed Ash when the two men 
argued over money after Parker 
injected into his arm $25 worth 
of cocaine he had purchased from 
As 


During Parker’s two-hour 
sentencing hearing Friday, de- 
fense attorneys James : 
Boswell and Christopher B. 


bolster the defense assertion that 
Parker should get a suspended 
sentence. 

Deputy Vigo County 
Prosecutor David Haynes 
asked Brown to impose the 
maximum eight-year sentence 
for Ash’s death. 

Haynes said he had no wit- 
nesses for the sentencing hear- 
ing, but Robert G. Ash, the 
victim’s father, spoke up from the 
audience, saying he had 
something he’d like to say. Brown 
called him to the witness stand 
as the court’s witness. 

“I tell you, it’s hard to defend 
yourself when you're dead,” the 
victim’s father said, adding that 
no one had come forward 
previously to say how good his 
son was. 

Parker didn’t have to use a 
knife, the elder Ash said. 

“I feel myself, and I know a lot 
of other people do, that Mr. 
Parker should get the full 
sentence out of this with no 
reprieve. 

Over $25 to $30 worth cê 
narcotics — it’s a shame to have 
a boy dead,” the father said. 

Defense witnesses portrayed 
Parker as a dependable emplaype 
and superior wrestling coach who 
demanded excellence from his 
students, but also as a man in the 
grip of a serious drug problem. 
They said he now could be an 
asset to the community if he were 


given a suspended sentence with 
a condition of his suggested 
probation that he speak out to 
young people about drug abuse. 

“I dont know whether Mr. 
Parker is applying for a job or 
parole,” the victim’s father said. 

“I cannot take issue with 
anything Mr. Ash had to say,” the 
deputy prosecutor said. 

The 27-year-old victim did not 
deserve to die; Parker could have 
used his muscular strength in- 
stead in the dispute, Haynes 
gaid. 

A light sentence would 
depreciate the seriousness of the 
offense, he said. 

On the witness stand Friday, 
Parker said he was sorry Ash is 
dead. 

“If it wasn’t for drugs, I would 
never be here,” Parker said. 

A drug counselor said during 
the defense presentation that 
sometimes people have to hit 
bottom before they can be re- 
formed. 

“I feel like I’m down at the 
bottom of a barrel,” Parker said, 
adding that he was willing to talk 
to young eople about drug 
abuse. “I feel like after this 
happened I’ve got a lot to say,” he 
said. “I think I could touch a lot 
of lives.” 

As he was leaving court, 
Parker said he would tell young 
people not to get in the kind of 
situation he was in because of 
drugs. 
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